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Feature
Highlights
• Up to 32 Bit / 96 kHz file support
• 256 Voices per instance, several instances 

loadable simultaneously
• 16-way multi-timbral with an individual 

editor for program selection
• 128 programs per instance, unlimited layers

per program
• Full individual parameter set for each sample

if required, ideal for drum sounds
• Notch / High Pass / Low Pass / Band Pass

12 dB and 24 dB Filter as well as fantastic
sounding Waldorf filters, and Fatness function
for Overdrive filter sounds

• Keyzone Editor for quick mapping of keyzones,
samples, sample layers and velocity values
with drag’n drop support and several
automapping modes

• Ultra-flexible internal routing management:
• Up to 128 freely configurable outputs

per instance
• 5.1 surround support
• Insert effects can be applied to individual 

samples, sample groups or entire programs
• Effects sends can be sent to the HALion 

internal Send effects or directly to the VST
mixer through configurable outputs to share
plug-in Resources between the Host and 
HALion

• All new realtime FX: Reverb, Phaser, Talkbox,
Delays, EQs, BitCrusher, AutoWahWah and 
much more (27 effects total)

• Integrated Waveloop Editor with crossfade,
snap to zero, loop, release loop, loop tuning
settings

• Total recall: all samples are saved with your
song, including the respective settings

• Sample-accurate timing and automation 
thanks to perfect VST integration

• Archive function, transfer of entire projects
to other computers with zero hassle

• RAMSave™ technology offers lower RAM 
needs, speeding project loading and saving

• Import formats: AKAI, E-MU, Roland, Kurzweil,
GIGA, Kontakt, EXS24, SF2, LM4, LM4 MkII,
REX, ZeroX BeatCreator, WAV, AIF, SD II 
(Mac only), ISO & Nero Disc Image

• 2 synchronizable envelopes with up to 32 
freely editable points, intuitive handling

• 32-stage STEP envelope as free modulation
source and 2 LFOs, syncnronizable to the 
host application

The VST Sampler
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Since its launch in 2001, HALion
has been pushing back boundaries
in virtual samplers. HALion 3 is no
exception: over 50 new features
ensure that HALion stays where it
always has been: at the forefront
of digital audio technology. This
latest version expands existing
HALion capabilities to new levels
of accessibility and flexibility, cre-
ating a virtual sampler environment
that not only lets your creativity
flourish, but lets you work more
productively and efficiently than
ever before.

Building on the outstanding surround-
capable HALion 2.0 sampling engine
with support for up to 32-bit floating
point files, HALion 3 adds even more
new capabilities. A new output routing
system allows you to create and config-
ure the audio outputs; only the outputs
you need will be routed directly to the
host VST mixer. The sleek new user

interface is not only easy on the eyes
but has been restructured to keep
switching between the different HALion
views to a minimum.

These are just some of the reasons why
HALion has received a new nickname:
the definitive software sampler.

Even more file formats

Your virtual sampler should be able to
import sample data from the widest
possible range of formats to make sure
you’re compatible with other instru-
ments and file standards. That’s why in
HALion 3 we’ve added Kurzweil, Kon-
takt and ZeroX BeatCreator to the al-
ready long list of supported formats

such as AKAI, E-MU, Roland, GIGA,
EXS24, SF2, LM4, LM4 MkII, REX,
WAV, AIF, SD II (Mac only), ISO and
Nero Disc Image.

Seeing the wood for the trees

HALion 3 lets you get to the audio you
need quicker with an impressive set of
powerful new sound management tools.
The new file browser with drag’n’drop
support and new Favorites function
makes your sample files library fully
accessible directly within HALion, giving
you a clear overview over all your sound
files. The intuitive Sound Categories
system lets you group related sounds
together, and find them quickly later.
And the HALion 3 database functionality
indexes your sound library and lets you
search for convenient keywords and
categories, helping you find your sounds
in seconds.

RAMSave™ Technology

HALion 3 now offers RAMSave™, a new
feature created to keep in check the
RAM resources needed by even the
most extensive sample instruments.
With RAMSave™, HALion 3 dynamically
scans through an entire project, and
unloads any sample from the comput-
er’s RAM that isn’t needed. Sounds can
be reloaded to RAM instantly when
needed with a single mouse click. The
result is low RAM usage and faster
project load and save times, a boon for
pro users using large, intricate sampled
instruments such as orchestral combi
patches or large drum kits.

More creativity with new Effects
section

A pristine 32-bit sampling engine and
filters bearing the legendary Waldorf
moniker have established HALion as a
fantastic-sounding VST sampler. But to
make working creatively with audio in
HALion even more inspiring, we’ve in-
cluded a dazzling new effects section.
27 quality effects encompass just about
any effect requirement, from subtle re-
verbs and EQs through specialist guitar
tools like AutoWahwah all the way to
heavy-duty sound-manglers like Bit-
Crusher and TalkBox. Sound like noth-
ing new? A closer look at the new
HALion 3 effect handling reveals that
each effect can be applied to each
individual sample, program or event to
entire banks. And the new routing matrix
in HALion 3 even allows send effects
from within HALion to be routed directly
into the host VST mixer. That’s what we
call creative power at your fingertips.

Modulation Madness

The new Alternate mode adds a range
of functions, including a special mode
that plays a different sample with slight
variations with each new Note On mes-
sage, introducing more spontaneity and
feeling. And while extensive modulation
functions are a must in any modern
virtual sampler, HALion 3 also adds
extra accessibility with the capacity to
assign any MIDI controller to any mod-
ulation effect, making creative, experi-
mental sound design that bit more intu-
itive. 

2

Macro Vision
The compact display mode
with all the most important
parameters

Load ‘em up
The new File Browser with Favorites,
database functions and easy to use sound
categorization system

Loopmatic
Creating loops in your sampler has never been easier
than with the HALion 3 automatic zero crossing
detection, crossfade and A/B previewing features

Access all areas

The main Sound Page offers access to all areas, including filters, envelopes, effects and the extensive HALion 3 modulation capabilities

HALion 3.0
The definitive software sampler


